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This piece of music is a mixed septet chamber piece for piano (either electric, or synthesizer that can 
access Pianoteq, or other software synthesizers that support microtonal tunings and scales), three 
violae, diatonic harp, acoustic guitar, and marimba. The notes are written in standard notation, but if 
you decide to use a different tuning altogether, just play the physical keyboard mapping as written and 
allow whatever tuning to sound. If you are playing an acoustic piano, then the notes will be whatever 
your piano is tuned to. This is the basic policy for all instruments in this work. They can all be acoustic 
and 12tet, OR, you all may use synths! Up to you. The three violae, however should be acoustic, and 
the tuning can be either standard 12tet, or Pythagorean, with extended 18-21 tone per octave 
enharmonic tones, as in mean-tone temperament, where Fb and E# are separated by an eighth-tone. Up 
to you... 


The harp may be alternately tuned, but I know how angry harpists get about suggesting this, so maybe a 
synth harp that takes .scl files, perhaps? The guitar, I suggest scordatura of three strings up/down a 
quartertone and to just simply read what's written, and allow the microtonal sounds to emerge. The 
marimba, obviously, will be in 12tet, UNLESS he/she desires to use a MalletKat with synthesizers 

capable of microtones—then, just pick any tuning and play your physical keyboard mapping as written 
and allow the microtonal pitched sounds to come. 


So, this is an open invitation to play as is, OR, either have standard tuning, or mixed polymicrotonal 
tuning, or whatever mixtures you like. 


The guitar has something I coined “strummelo”, which is the attempt to sustain long passages of chords 
by both quickly arpeggiating and strumming simultaneously with either your fingers or a pick, but I 
understand the nature of the guitar, as with piano, that sustains must be worked and that it is unlike 
other string instruments that are bowed, or synths, which can sustain all day long. Maybe guitar, like 

Jimmy Page in Led Zeppelin, you can also use a bow on your guitar! Voila. 


The mallets and harp will have quite a challenge as I am writing highly independent parts for both 
hands of each performer that asks for a plucking-rolling sustained activity lasting longer than simply 
indicating the Let Vibrate instruction can allow. I am asking that a couple fingers just pluck or tap the 
harp strings, alternating, or two mallets in one hand dexterously “rolling” the harp string/mallet key, 
just for the act of sustaining the pitches. Arrange your haptic motion however you see fit. But I have 
always been, as a drummer, in the process of trying to compose music that stresses separation between 
the limbs of the human body for mainly percussive instruments: piano, mallets, harp and percussion-- 

that I hope will enhance composition by the great syncopated and independent potential capabilities 

that the human performer can muster, particularly in an age of robotics and midi computer playback 
systems, and of course AI. 
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